


Main ‘that Dhildren’s Room i 
DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY APR 14 1967 


THE JUNIOR “a 
BOOKSHELF 


Vor. Twenty-Five 





‘| 
























































NuMBER Two 
Marcu 1961 
PERE 
CONTENTS 
Page 
“ ... MASSES OF BEARS...” 
by GBRALDINE PROCTER ; P ; 63 
ANNE CARROLL MOORE: A 
TRIBUTE 
by Grace A. HocartH F ‘ : 71 
THE NEW BOOKS ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 80 
Riis 
Per ANNUM PUBLISHED AT 
SupscripTion 17/6 TOWER WOOD 
Suncte Copigs 3/- WINDERMERE 
Six Issugs WESTMORLAND 




















SARABEL 
A Doll 
of Long Ago 
by MOYRA McGAVIN 


Sarabel was a hundred-year- 

old wax doll who shared the 

joys, sorrows, and adventures 

of a number of owners. To 

each one Sarabel became a 

~.. friend. A memorable story, 
iy distinguished by its writing. 

; Illustrated by Margery ry 
2 6 


READING WITH MOTHER 
Two new titles by Joan G. Robinson in this very popular series: 


Another Teddy Robinson 
By the author of “Teddy 


Robinson,” “Teddy Robinson 
Himself,” etc. 
Madame Mary-Mary 
By the author of “Mary-Mary,’ “More 
Mary-Mary” Each Illustrated. 5/- 


FOR OLDER GIRLS AND BOYS 
CAMPBELL K. FINLAY’S 
Shepherd’s Purse 


Through this fascinating story of shepherding and farming in 
the Western Isles runs a fuse of suspense which finally explodes 
in a breath-taking climax. Illustrated. 9/6 (April) 


BY THE SAME AUTHOR 


FISHERMAN’S GOLD WE GO TO THE WESTERN 
Illustrated. 9/6 ISLES Illustrated. 9/6 
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JOY HARINGTON’S 
GREAT TELEVISION DRAMA 


PAUL 
OF TARSUS 


‘All those who saw television’s 

PAUL OF TARSUS will 

rejoice to find so soon the book 

from which it was taken. Do read 

it while the camera scenes are 

still alive in your minds, and 

you feel Paul as a man, so warmly 

alive and sure of himself. . .’ 
Eleanor Graham 


‘I hope even those who were not 
fortunate enough to see the series 
of television programmes will buy 
the book and read it, for they will 
be able to envisage the dramatic 
and exciting story of the life of the 
Apostle Paul.’ 

Rev. John Marsh, Principal, 

Mansfield College, Oxford 





‘This is strong, dramatic, moving 
writing. The author uses imagina- 
tion without departing from the 
biblical text. A most compelling 
book.’ 

Rev. D. W. Cleverley Ford 


‘The story of early Christianity 
faithfully retold with fresh 
imagination. A helpful book for 
parents and teachers. Children 
will be thrilled by it.’ 
Rev. A. Leonard Griffith 
Minister, City Temple 


‘Makes the New Testament story 
come dramatically alive. An out- 
standing publication.’ 

Rev. Frank Colquhoun 


Lavishly illustrated, including five full colour plates. Full colour jacket. 


23 monochrome photographs, many taken on location. 
15/- 8% X6 ims. 216 pages Publishing April 


Brockhampton Press 

















Spring Books 
for Children 


Chinese Myths and Fantasies 

CYRIL BIRCH 

This new volume in the Myths and Legends series contains 
creation myths, folk-tales and a typical Chinese fantasy. 
Illustrated by Joan Kiddell-Monroe 15s net 


Animal Stories 

RUTH MANNING-SANDERS 

True stories about animals from jungle, circus and farm, 
and even the author’s own pets, by a first-rate story- 
teller. Illustrated by Annette Macarthur-Onslow . 10s 6d net 


Rapunzel 

FELIX HOFFMANN 

The distinguished Swiss artist, Felix Hoffman, has ill- 
ustrated Grimm’s fairy-tale with rich colour and subtle 
humour, in this outstanding picture-book. 12s 6d net 


The Snowstorm 

SELINA CHONZ , 

Like its predecessor, A Bell for Ursli, this gay and lively 
picture-book tells of the adventures of Ursli and 
his sister Florina in a little Swiss village. 12s 6d net 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS. 
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BORN FREE 


JOY ADAMSON 


The exhilarating story of Elsa the lioness—the world’s 
best-selling animal story. With Harvill 268 


oa 


ot, 
* 


SEEM 


ELSA The Story of a Lioness 


A brand new selection of pictures tells the Born Free story with 
a simple text. 128 6d 


ISLAND ZOO 
GERALD DURRELL 


An entertaining account of some of the delightful creatures 
resident in this famous animal lover’s private zoo. 
Beautifully Illustrated 15s 


SEMI EERIE? 


* 
° od 


MOKO KAMBO me, 
RENE GUILLOT oi 
A mystical novel of adventure in the African bush. 108 6d e 
THE HORSE ON BEN AWE S 
MEL WAYNE ‘ye 
The trials and troubles of two brothers who start a pony ranch 
in the Scottish Highlands. 10s 6d 


MONTGOMERY 
THE PATH TO LEADERSHIP 
An inspiring essay for youth and adult alike, defining the 


qualities of leadership. 218 


HAMMOND INNES 


A fine collected edition from the greatest storyteller of 

the day. All at 12s 6d 
AIR BRIDGE CAMPBELL’S KINGDOM 

THE STRANGE LAND THE WHITE SOUTH 


MEME IRE RK 


MEME ETEK 


COLLINS [XMM III 
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SUSAN IN THE LAND 


OF THE BIBLE 


SVEN GILLSATER 


This large and handsome picture-story book, with 52 magnificent colour 
photographs, shows Susan, a delightfully natural child, exploring the land 
of the Bible stories. She visited Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, the 
Dead Sea, and many other fascinating places. 


124” x 8?” 15s. Od. 





THE ROAN RUNNER 
JANE and PAUL ANNIXTER 


The thrilling tale of how a young stallion and 
a dog, running wild on the range, were caught 
in a storm, faced the dangers of a mountain 
winter, and were finally united with Clem, 
the boy. 

Illustrated. 12s. 6d. 








BOB-A-JOB PONY 
OLIVE NORTON 


Tabby Graham tells the story of how she tried to raise money to buy 
Girl of the Golden West, a Palomino pony banished by the irascible 
M.F.H. for throwing his daughter. 


Illustrated. 12s. 6d. 





THE GETTING OF WISDOM 
HENRY HANDEL RICHARDSON 


This is probably about the best story of girls at boarding school that has 
ever been written. It tells how Laura strove to adapt herself to school 
life and to conform to its code. 


Illustrated. 12s. 6d. 


HEINEMANN 




















FOR THE 2 - 6 YEAR OLDS 


Two New 
ELIZABETH and PETER Books 


by LILLY MOSHEIM 
Illustrated by Audrey Walker 


Elizabeth's Cat, Tiny 


A new title in a now firmly established series of easy picture stories for 
the very youngest readers, with simple text and clear, full colour illustrations 
on every page. “Among the most delightful of small picture books recently 
published.”—Eastern Daily Press. 


Peter’s China Pig 


“The author, a bookseller, knows from experience how children enjoy 
reading about the familiarity and security of everyday life, heightened by 
the extra interest of a special treat or adventure. They will easily identify 
themselves with Elizabeth and Peter, and the experiences which come their 
way will be well within their range.”—Times Educational Supplement. 


4s. 6d. EACH 














THESE FOUR TITLES 

IN THE SAME SERIES 

HAVE NOW BEEN REPRINTED: 
ELIZABETH AND HER DOLL, SUSAN 


PETER AND HIS TRICYCLE, FLASH 
A SECRET BIRTHDAY PRESENT FOR ELIZABETH 


A GARDEN PICNIC FOR ELIZABETH AND PETER 


CONSTABLE AND CO. LTD. 























A Knight and His Armour 


R. Ewart Oakeshott. An account of the development, the 
making, and wearing of armour in the Middle Ages. 
Illustrated by the author 12s 6d approx 


By the Shores of Silver Lake 


Laura Ingalls Wilder. The story of the author’s own family 
in the pioneer days of the American West. 
Superbly illustrated by Garth Williams 12s 6d 


Wheldon the Weed 


Peter fones. The uproariously funny story of Form IIIB at 
a co-ed Secondary Modern School. Superbly illustrated 
9s 6d 


Castaways in Lilliput 
Henry Winterfeld. The story of three Australian children 
who reach Lilliput by mistake in a rubber dinghy. 
Illustrated with line drawings 12s 6d 
Round-Up on Exmoor 


Mary de la Mahotiere. Another amusing and fast-moving 
story by the author of The Newspaper Children. 
Illustrated 9s 6d 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4 


























TENT UNDER THE 
SPIDER TREE 


Gene Inyart 
A lively and original story about 
three girls camping out on a 
farm, who ‘declare war’ on a 
neighbouring boy. 
Illus. by Carol Beech 

10/6 


SCAREDY CAT 
Phyllis Krasilovsky 
(Author of The Cow Who Fell 
In The Canal) 
Scaredy Cat was a little black 
kitten as black as a Halloween 
night, as black as a deep dark 
hole. Poor Scaredy Cat was 
afraid of everything — even the 
children who wanted to hold 
him ! 
Illus. by Ninon 

12/6 


MEI LI 


A SONG IS BORN 


The Story of Music for Beginners 
Beatrice and Ferrin Fraser 

This book, with lively colour draw- 
ings on every page, will teach the 
young child in the happiest way 
how music started, where it comes 
from, the difference between music 
and noise and how music is written 
down. 


Illus. by Nora Unwin 


12/6 
OLIVER 
Written and illustrated by 
Syd Hoff 
No. 7 in the I Can Read Series 
Those who welcomed Syd 
Hoff’s fFulius the gorilla, and 
Sammy the Seal in this series 
will rejoice over the advent of 
Oliver, an elephant of unique 
charm and talent. 


9/6 
THE RACHEL FIELD 
STORY BOOK 
Rachel Field 
All the elements of Rachel 


Field’s special magic and warm 
everydayness that have made her 
children’s books modern classics 
are present in these three stories, 
‘Polly Patchwork,’ ‘Pocket 
Handkerchief Park’ and ‘The 
Yellow Shop.’ 

Illus. by Adrienne Adams 

12/6 


Written and illustrated by Thomas Handforth 


(A Caldecott Medal Book) 





It was a felicitous moment for children when Mr. Handforth 
succumbed to the charms of the real Mei Li and wrote and 
illustrated a book about her ; and the atmosphere and excitement 
of a New Year’s Day in North China are perfectly conveyed in 
this simple story and lovely illustrations. 

12/6 


A complete list will be sent on request 


WORLD’S WORK - KINGSWOOD - SURREY 

















Science and The Farmer 
F. R. ELWELL 


‘Only within the last century,’ says the author, ‘has the 
scientist begun to apply his knowledge to agriculture, but 
the changes he has wrought are very great ones.’ This 
entertaining book shows, through a monthly tour of an 
imaginary English farm, what these changes are and how they 
have affected farmers’ methods and ideas. Its readers will 
learn a great deal about farming ancient and modern and 


young farmers will find it very useful indeed. 


Illustrated. 


15s. net 





Science and 
The Forester 
LESLIE WOLFF 
THE scouT: ‘(It) tells you a 
great deal about trees and 
also about the life of a 
forester today . . . packed 
with unusual information.’ 
Illustrated. 15s. net 


>> 


Science and 
The Doctor 
ELWELL & RICHARDSON 
NURSING MIRROR: ‘An excel- 
lent book for boys and girls 
who wish to become doctors 
or take up some branch of 


medical work .. . 
2nd Ptg. Illus. 13s. 6d. net 





Life in 
The Aquarium 
PHILIP BARKER 


book on 

kinds — 
tropical, cold-water and 
marine. An expert guide. 
Very fully illus. 15s. net 


><> 


SOO 


Modern 

Table Tennis 

JACK CARRINGTON 
A new edition of this classic 
book on technique, by the 
world’s no. 1 coach. Fully 
up-to-date in text and illus- 
tration. 10s. 6d. net 








Socrates 
The Man Who > 


Dared To Ask 
CORA MASON 

The story of a man who 
had the courage to think 
for himself and to suffer 
the resultant prejudice and 
humiliation 

2nd Ptg. "The. 12s. 6d. net 


Special 
padlammnaint 
JOHN ALLDRIDGE 


Exciting true adventure 
stories of newspaper report- 
ers at home and abroad, by 
a Special Correspondent. 
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS: 
‘adventure unlimited ... ’ 
Illustrated. 13s. 6d. net 














A NEW BOOK BY 


Barbara 
Leonie Picard 





The British today are a mixture of races as a result of the 
successive invasions these islands knew in early times; and 
the stories the invaders brought with them have enriched our 
literature. Here Miss Picard retells chronologically nine folk- 
tales spanning a thousand years, including the famous epics 
of Beowulf and Hereward the Wake and some lesser known 
stories. Demy 8vo, line drawings throughout by Eric Fraser, 
16s, net. 


A NEW ‘LEARNING WITH FUN’ BOOK 


FUN WITH 
CHEMISTRY 


27 interesting experiments which teach the basic principles of 
chemistry. Each is simple to do, being illustrated with large, 
clear photographs, and all have been tested thoroughly by a 
science teacher before the publication of the book. Cr. 4to, 
64 pages, illustrations facing every page of text, lls. 6d. By 
Mae and Ira Freeman, edited by L. H. Angus. 


Published by Edmund Ward, 194-200 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2 
























MACMILLAN a 


STORM ON KILDONEY 


META MAYNE REID 


The story of two young people and their holiday on a 
storm-swept island which proves to be both dangerous and 
exciting. Illustrated. 13s. 6d. 


THE PERILOUS ROAD 


WILLIAM O. STEELE 


A stirring tale of how a boy learns the true meaning 
of courage and tolerance during the American Civil War. 
Illustrated. 12s. 6d. 


BATTLE FOR THE ROCK 


JOSEPH SCHULL 


Great Stories of Canada. ‘The most famous of all stories 
of Canada: Wolfe’s victorious taking of Quebec. 
Illustrated. 13s. 6d. 


THE QUEEN’S COWBOY 


KERRY WOOD 


Great Stories of Canada. This is the story of Commissioner 

James Macleod, the greatest Canadian mountie of all, whose 

honesty and courage made peace with the Indians possible. 
Illustrated. 13s. 6d. 


THE CHEERFUL HEART 


ELIZABETH JANET GRAY 


A charming tale of a Japanese family, telling how the cheerful- 
ness of an eleven year-old girl helps them to settle in their 
new Tokyo home. Illustrated. 12s. 6d. 


BORN TO RACE 


BLANCHE CHENERY PERRIN 


Three exciting and eventful years in the lives of og | Taylor 
and her champion foal, am she is training for the pany 
Derby. Illustrated. 12s. 


THE WELL-WISHERS 


EDWARD EAGER 


A mystifying, funny, exciting and moving tale of the adventures 
of some American children and their ‘magic’ well. 
Illustrated. 12s. 6d. 

















The Story of Africa by Katharine Savage, illustrated with 
photographs and maps. A history of all the states and 
colonies south of the Sahara Desert, giving a clear picture 
of the causes of modern racial and political tensions. 16s 


Springfield Home by 
Elizabeth Stucley, illus- 
strated by Charles Mozley. 
An amusing and moving 
account of life in a 
modern children’s home. 
12s 6d (April 20th) 





The Luck of Troy by Roger Lancelyn Green, illustrated by 
Margery Gill. The last phase of the seige of Troy seen 
through the eyes of Helen of Sparta’s young son, Nicostratus, 
whom she took to Troy when she was stolen away from 
her home by Paris. 12s 6d (April 20th) y 


The Five Chinese Brothers by Claire Huchet Bishop and 
Kurt Wiese. A new edition of the story of the amazing 
Chinese brothers who were all exactly alike but who each 
had a special gift. 9s 6d (May Ist) 


Two new Acorn Library Books 


Lucy by Catherine Storr, illustrated by Dick Hart. The 
story of a tough little girl who proves she is a suitable 
companion for some boys. 


Rory the Roebuck by David Stephen, illustrated by Don 
Higgins. The adventures of a young roebuck who was 
reared by a keeper’s daughter until he was strong enough 
to join his own kind. Each 7s 6d (May 23rd) 


BODLEY HEAD 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


























GEORDIE'S MERMAID 
AND OTHER STORIES ‘ (©& 
SHEILA BISHOP blends magic with the VA \\ 


everyday in her twelve sparkling stories ry! \ 


n 


\ 








rooted in Tyneside. 

A captive mermaid, a dragon with tooth- 
ache, a phoenix, and a bold bad captain 
who turned into a cucumber, are just part h. 
of the lively fare. Illustrated, 12s 6d 


KIRSTI COMES HOME 


AILI KONTTINEN'S story of a little evacuee girl who returns from Sweden to 
her parent's farm in Finland after the war, and finds life there unbearable until 
she settles down and becomes part of it again. Illustrated, 12s 6d 


MARY ANN GOES TO HOSPITAL 


‘MARY COCKETT'S pleasant story should give every child about to go into 
hospital an opportunity to ask all the questions they want.’ Dr. Simon Yudkin 
Illustrated, 7s 6d 


LITTLE OWL 


REINER ZIMNIK and HAN- 
NE AXMANN present a big 
book with bold illustrations in 
rich, solid colour—an impres- 
sive book, as good to handle 
as it is lavish to look at. And 
the hero of this magnificence 
is—a little owl of whom the 
whole town is proud. 10s 6d 





















































HAMISH HAMILTON 
publishers of 


Reindeer Books 
Antelope Books 
Look Books 


now recognized everywhere as the 
leading series for younger readers. 


Distinguished authors include: 


*B. B. Davip SEVERN 
PAULINE CLARKE *NoEL STREATFEILD 
DoroTHy-CLEWES A. STEPHEN TRING 
NorRMAN DALE JOHN VERNEY 
ALFRED DUGGAN BARBARA WILLARD 
GERALD DURRELL Ursuta Moray WILLIAMS 
*WILLIAM MAYNE BARBARA KER WILSON 
ALAN Ross BARBARA EUPHAN TODD 


*Carnegie Medal Winners 























_ Winner of the 
NORWEGIAN 
STATE PRIZE 

‘for the best children’s 
book of the year 


BLUE TWO — 
BALE OUT! 
LEIF HAMRE 


This is a sequel to the author’s prize winning Otter Three Two Calling. 
Peter Hovden, met in the previous story, is temporarily suspended 
from flying duties after baling out of his crashing jet plane. The story 
of his struggle while he is grounded is as tense and thrilling as the story 
of his crash. It will appeal to readers of eleven years and upwards. 
Illustrated. 12/6 net 





Winner of the PREMIO FIRENZI for the 
best children’s book of the year in Italy 


ZA THE TRUFFLE BOY 
ANGELA LATINI 


Hunting for truffles in the woods was fun, but Za was not at all sure 
that he wanted to spend the rest of his life looking for them. He therefore 
left his life in the country for a very different one in town. Illustrated. 

12/6 net 


JASHA 
FRANZ HUTTERER 


A moving story, set in Yugoslavia, of a ten year old boy who loses his 
donkey, Jascha, to a horse-dealer. fascha was recommended for the 
Fugendbuchpreis in Germany and has been translated into five languages. 
For readers of eight to thirteen years. Illustrated. 10/6 net 


Write for our library list to 


University of London Press Ltd. 
Warwick Square, London, E.C.4 











Wheaton of Exeter 


For April Publication 


Pigs, Tame and Wild 
by OLIVE L. EARLE 


An introduction to pigs and their relatives from many parts 
of the world. 


64 pages Two-colour facket 8” x 6)” 6/- net 
* 


The Basic Science Series 


Four new titles are to be added to this popular science series 
during April. 


Insect Friends and Enemies Saving Our Wild Life 
Adaptation to Environment The Earth’s Nearest Neighbour 
Illustrated in Full Colour 
Each Book 84" x 6}” 36 pages Price 4/6 net 


* 
Recently Published 


Mammals of the Countryside 


by MAURICE BURTON, D.Sc. 


Instructive and intimate studies of the mammals found in 
Great Britain. 


24 Art Plates and numerous Line Drawings 
94” x 7” 128 pages 15/- net 


* 
Price Reduction : 


Nature is My Hobb 


by C. V. A. ADAMS 
A practical guide to the young naturalist. 
125 Illustrations in Line and 34 Half-tone Plates 
8” x 6}” 260 pages 
Price now reduced to 10/6 net 


WHEATON and CO. LTD., Fore Street, Exeter 




















MUSEUM PRESS 
Recent Brompton Library Titles 


Instructions to Young 
Artists by JOHN MILLS 
Botanists by C. L. DUDDINGTON 
Boxers by BOBBY NEILL 
Hockey Players by ERIC GREEN 
Ornithologists II: Bird Behaviour by DEREK GOODWIN 
Radio Constructors by R. H. WARRING 
Rugger Players by CEDRIC VENABLES 
Zoologists by C. L. DUDDINGTON 
Instructions in 
Chemistry by R. H. WARRING 
Table Tennis by HARRY VENNER 
and 
Let’s Have Some Poetry by ELIZABETH JENNINGS 
Each volume 8vo, Illustrated, 12/6d. net 


A Brompton Library Special 
An Introduction to Space Travel by P. E. CLEATOR 
Demy 8vo, Illustrated, 15/— net 


New Books on Careers 


A Career in Architecture by MICHAEL PATTRICK & 
MICHAEL TREE 


Demy 8vo, Illustrated, 15/- net 
A Job in Television by JANET DUNBAR 
Demy 8vo, Illustrated, 12/6d. net 
Careers Through Art by JOHN MILLS 
Demy 8vo, Illustrated, 15/- net 


Other Books for Teenage Reading 
Famous Physicists by A. L. MANN & A. C. VIVIAN 
Milestones in Medicine by GEORGE BANKOFF 

Demy 8vo, Illustrated, 12/6d. net each 


MUSEUM PRESS LTD 
26 Old Brompton Road, London, S.W.7 
































Two Further Titles in the... . 
Vista Illustrated Science Series 





THE EARTH 


A comprehensive work setting - out 
clearly the nature of our earth and 
its origins. The author describes and 
explores the structure of the earth, 
the Ice Ages, the origin of continents 
and rock substances which make up 
the earth’s crust. Illustrated. 


25s. 





A Wealth of Knowledge to add to your Bookshelf . . . 


in the Vista Illustrated Science Series . . . ‘A tour de force of colour, 
gaiety and book design’—Geoffrey Grigson, Observer. Each volume 
has over 150 illustrations, many in colour. Already published : 
Astronomy by H. C. King and Under the Sea by Maurice Burton. 


are LeRTeeTED earteer seme 


| ENGINES 
seen on Semone” | 


A fascinating study of man’s con- 
version of the elements of power 
inherent in the earth, sea and sky 
about him. S. J. Graham Brown’s 
illustrations show the working of a 
large variety of devices and machines, 
ranging from the steam engine to the 
modern turbo-jet aeroplane engine. 


To be published — 15th May 
25s. 





Vista Books - 161 Fleet Street - London - E.C.4 














Illustration by G. Huxtable from Great Moments in Battle 
(Phoenix) 
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Illustration by R. Kennedy from Birds of a Feather 
(Brockhampton) 


‘*. .. Masses of Bears...” 


by GERALDINE PROCTER 


HAT is an exaggeration, of course, but the 

temptation to quote from the creator of the 

best bear of them all is irresistible. However, 

the incidence of bears in children’s books is 

comparatively high, and the popularity of 
these animals, whether live or of the Teddy Bear 
variety, is rivalled only by that of cats, mice, pigs and 
rabbits. 
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Teddy Bears were, surprisingly, latecomers to the 
English nursery. ‘The Russians had numbered bears 
among their toys for centuries, but Bruin occupied 
only a minor place, with Dobbin, Pussy and Bunny, 
in the affections of English children, until the end of 
the nineteenth century. Then an American buyer, 
visiting a German toy manufacturer, chanced upon a 
newspaper carrying a cartoon of Theodore Roosevelt 
with his trophy at his feet, after a bear hunt in the 
Rockies. The result, as Leslie Daiken relates in his 
book, Children’s Toys throughout the Ages, was a new 
boys’ doll, Teddy’s Bear, which appeared at the next 
annual Leipzig Toy Fair with instantaneous success. 
Production increased steadily, culminating in 1908 
with the introduction of a bear with a built-in growl : 
meanwhile, British manufacturers modified the rather 
elongated German model into the plump and sturdy 
figure which is familiar in almost every home. 

Since their invasion of England and juvenile 
affections coincided with the beginnings of what is 
proving a golden age in children’s literature, it is 
hardly surprising that bears have featured as either 
major or supporting characters in so many books. 
The range of these books extends from the most 
simple and gay of picture books to the almost adult 
“real-life story” approach. Of the latter type, Ernest 
Thompson Seton’s Monarch: the Big Bear of Tallac, 
followed three years later by the shorter Biography 
of a Grizzly were among the first, being published in 
the early twenties. Both are now out of print, but 
memories persist of a depressing copy of the latter 
which nevertheless exercised a recurrent fascination. 
Also out of print, unfortunately, are Rose Fyleman’s 
Bears, an anthology of fact and fiction, and Kooborr 
the Koala by Charles Barrett and I. A. Shead, rare 
in dealing with this endearing type. 
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The minimum of text is used in Ylla’s Two Little 
Bears which comprises a_ series of beautiful 
photographs. The pictures of two cubs are superb 
both technically and artistically ; this book, too, has 
been allowed to go out of print. One’s instant 
recollection is of mood — fear, playfulness, curiosity; 
and of texture — fur and claw, whisker and eye, grass 
and wood and water. The summer sunshine which 
belongs to all young living creatures pervades the 
book, which was a notable addition to its late 
photographer’s series of animal studies. 

Another more recent book of photographs, again 
of high quality, is Charles Lagus’ Benjamin the Zoo 
Quest Bear. Benjamin, brought back from one of the 
television Zoo Quest expeditions, fits, for a short 
period of cubhood, into the life of a small English 
family. The text provides some entertaining accounts 
of Benjamin’s exploits, but, again, most of his 
personality is revealed through photographs. 

Bridging the gap between the real and the picture 
book bears is Inez Hogan’s Bear Twins, one of a long 
series which is remarkable neither for text nor 
illustration. One might expect some outstanding 
characters in the range of picture books, but they are 
generally disappointing. ‘Two, admittedly, are in the 
“supporting characters” class. Andy Pandy’s Teddy 
Bear, is, like the other characters, and despite the gay 
colour of the illustrations, rather lifeless. Mrs. 
Cradock’s Teddy Bear lingers on in some libraries, 
strangely, amid an increasing number of well 
illustrated and delightfully narrated picture books. 
Gay illustration becomes garish, unfortunately, in 
Muriel Levy’s little books about Wonk, the koala, and 
Cam’s Belinda Bear is also undistinguished. 

To retrieve the balance, and to show the variety and 
excellence possible in an apparently limited field, 
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there are the works of three authors which differ from 
each other in everything except the high standard to 
which they attain. The Pére Castor book, Bourru : 
the Brown Bear, translated by Rose Fyleman, is a 
simple and pleasing story with colourful lithographs, 
well up to the standard of this series of tried 
favourites. 

Joan Kiddell-Monroe, whose subtle, sweeping style 
of illustration can echo many influences and yet remain 
individual, has contributed three delightful books 
about Little Panda. Messrs. Longmans Green should 
never have allowed In His Little Black Waistcoat to 
go out of print, nor In His Little Black Waistcoat to 
India and In His Little Black Waistcoat in Tibet. The 
strange atmosphere of the East, the alien scenery and 
people foreign to a child’s experience, are reconciled 
to him in the character of Little Panda, for all these 
are strange to his young eyes, too. He has not yet attain- 
ed to the stature and wisdom of the adult panda, 
Pei-Hsiung — Great White Bear. He _ survives 
danger, not by foresight, but by action prompted 
immediately, and by a speed of foot and simple 
trickery much admired by his young readers. They 
can identify themselves with the rather nebulous 
character of Boy and feel protected, but not 
over-awed, by the attractively ungainly Little Panda. 

Thirdly there is The Story of Horace by A. M. 
Coats. We follow his career as he devours his way 
steadily through an entire family, aided on one page 
by a pious text and on another by a bottle of 
indigestion mixture. The story is repetitive simplicity 
itself, unfortunately for everybody right down to Paul 
and the revolting Little Lulu. The illustrations are 
simple too, but provide amusing asides on the story. 

Mary Plain is a veteran whose adventures fill 
several books. Most of her escapades arise from her 
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Curiosity in new surroundings and situations, and it is 
probably their similar experiences that give her young 
readers such satisfaction. But Mary has a limited 
success. For an adult there is a certain amusement 
to be derived from a first reading, but a return does 
not bring the joy of re-discovery, whereas even a 
limited acquaintance with children’s literature must 
surely convince one that in the best there is always 
something new to be found and fresh delight to be 
gained. 

A successor to Mary, and one for whom a similar 
success can be predicted, is Michael Bond’s Padding- 
ton, whose genesis is recounted in 4 Bear Called 
Paddington and whose story continues in More About 
Paddington. In form he is of the Mary school — an 
even more bewildered bear in unfamiliar surround- 
ings. In format he is superior, but it must be 
remembered that he is also more expensive. Pegyv 
Fortnum has brought him to life and firmly pinned 
down his rather vague characterisation. Paddington’s 
variety of expression is in the tradition of the 
incomparable Max of Giovanetti, and it must be 
admitted, makes Mary look like a stuffed bear. 
Illustration cannot immortalise what is primarily a 
story book, but for the entertainment that Paddington 
provides, one can wish him, with Mary, a long career. 

Hugh Gardner’s Bruno Bear is another of the live 
variety in unusual surroundings, who features in a 
fast moving and rather inconsequent tale. We meet 
other characters, but only as they affect Bruno himself, 
and his own character is left very much to the 
imagination. Nothing is related of his reactions to 
episodes such as those of outwitting a charging bull, 
or of dropping by parachute from Santa Claus’ sleigh 
on his return from the North Pole. The illustrations 
are Coy. 
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For a realistic live bear, one must turn to René 
Guillot’s Grishka and the Bear, translated by Gwen 
Marsh. This is a departure from the author’s other 
animal books, in that he rarely enters into the mind 
of the bear, but tells the story from the viewpoint of 
the boy who finds and befriends the motherless cub. 
The book is based on a Siberian legend and told as a 
straight story of adventure. It is comparatively short, 
but full of colour and incident, so that the reader can 
enter fully into the life of the small community which 
reverences the bears while depending for survival on 
hunting them. The climax of the book is beautifully 
done. Grishka takes the fullgrown cub, due for 
sacrifice, to hide in the mountains, missing the return 
of his exiled father whom he believes lost. The father 
sets out with the hunters to find his son, and Grishka 
and Djidi, thinking they are being hunted, flec. 
Grishka falls into a deep pit, and the bear, unable to 
help him, leads the hunters to him, before slipping 
away, wounded by an arrow thoughtlessly fired, to 
take up the natural life for which Grishka has tried 
to fit him. Here M. Guillot heightens his effect by 
a full description of the animal’s thoughts and 
reactions, in contrast with the earlier chapters of the 
book. It is illustrated by Joan Kiddell-Monroe, whose 
technique is fully equal to the emotions she is called 
upon to portray, and whose bears are wholly animal 
as they are wholly delightful. 

Teddy Bears are the sole characters in Rosemary 
Graham’s The Furry Forest Bears, which is essentially 
a happy book comprising a number of stories about 
the doings of a small community. The bears enjoy 
themselves in simple ways, and are kind and 
considerate to one another without being in the least 
priggish. The book is possessed of a map, which 
always adds to the fun, but the quality of the 
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illustrations, by the author, varies. ‘he single figures 
come off best, particularly of the bears in costume for 
their Hallowe’en party. 

By comparison, the bears in Elizabeth Gorell’s 
The Bear ’Bus are inclined to be greedy and 
quarrelsome, childish in behaviour, although like the 
inhabitants of Furry Forest, they are adult characters. 
They have fascinating names, such as Orange Pekoe 
and Golden Syrup. One suspects, from the clarity 
with which their physical characteristics are described, 
that they are real bears from a real nursery; for 
nurseries are a feature of the environment from which 
they come, with butlers, Rolls-Royces and dressing for 
dinner. ‘There is humour to be derived from the 
situations which arise from the settings and the 
characters of the various bears. 

And so to Pooh. Unequalled and unrivalled, he 
hums his way unselfconsciously through the two books, 
now brought together in The World of Pooh. His 
full and complete personality, neither child nor adult, 
contrasts as well with those of the other characters as 
they do with each other. They live their full and 
separate lives beyond the confines of the books ; one 
knows that Rabbit is being bossy somewhere when he 
is not concerned in the immediate doings of Pooh and 
Piglet, just as one knows that Eeyore is perpetually 
grumbling around a sparse patch of thistles and Kanga 
guarding anxiously over Roo. Christopher Robin is 
the god of their little world. He knows of their doings 
and comes to hear their confidences and problems, 
but they exist apart from him, as he from them. 

In E. H. Shepard, Pooh and the others have found 
their perfect illustrator in black and white. He knows 
them all, in each phase of their existence, as perfectly 
as does their author. Given this knowledge, and the 
diversity and depth of the characters, humour is 
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spontancous and inevitable. It is handled with such 
subtlety that it becomes perennial delight, while 
transition to scenes such as that in the enchanted place 
at the top of the forest can be accomplished with 
perfect ease. Therein lies the charm of these books, 
that they combine robust fun with an underlying sense 
of that other magical world of the imagination, 
touched upon so lightly but conveyed so perfectly to 
the remembering adult and the child who still lives 
there. 
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Anne Carroll Moore: a tribute 
by GRACE A. HOGARTH 


NNE Carroll Moore died in New York, 

the city she so much loved, on January 20th, 

1961. The cable that brought me this news 

has stirred so many memories that I have 

asked The Junior Bookshelf if I might share 
some of them with English readers, 
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Illustration by H. Jones from Songs of Shakespeare (Faber) 


Anne Carroll Moore was a _ pioneer, whose 
knowledge of children’s books was the foundation for 
judgment and influence in this field that has never 
been equalled. Not only did this indomitable woman 
have standards, she was articulate about them. If 
she found it necessary to be vitriolic in her criticism 
she was vitriolic and signed her name to it. In the 
first four decades of this century she worked first as 
Children’s Librarian at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn 
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and then as Supervisor of Work with Children in the 
New York Public Library. 

It was there that I first knew her when, in the 
thirties, I was Editor of Children’s Books for the 
Oxford University Press in New York. At the age 
of twenty-seven, I knew that I was right in my choice 
of books for publication. ‘This was in the early days 
of offset lithography and picture books were rare and 
exciting. ‘There was one on our list of which I was 
inordinately proud until, one morning, I received a 
summons to Room 105 of the New York Public 
Library. This was Miss Moore’s Office and here she 
sat surrounded by children’s books. They crowded 
shelves to the ceiling, spread over tables, were piled 
on the floor, her own desk, and those of the junior 
librarians who sat on the other side of the room. Only 
a screen separated her visitors from these watching 
eyes and every word could be heard. Miss Moore 
did not whisper. 

“Why,” she asked me, “have you, representing the 
Oxford University Press, published this trash?” 

Stung and terrified, I tried to explain why I liked 
the offending book. 

“Tt is no better than a comic strip; vulgar and 
without humour. Comic strips can be thrown away 
but you have bound this into covers.” 

I was frightened, but I was also incensed. I told 
her that the book would sell, that children would like 
it, that we had to print ten thousand copies and had 
to think of selling them. Miss Moore stood up; and, 
red in the face with shame and fury, I stumbled out 
of her office. 

It was several years before I was forced to admit 
that she had been right. We did sell this picture book 
but even I could see that the author-artist’s next one 
was vulgar ; and the vulgarity was so fundamental 














The Song of Roland 


translated by HILDA PRICE 


Here is the great classic legend in an ideal presentation 
volume, beautifully illustrated, which fully meets the 
requirements of a careful and modern translation for 
schools and libraries. The two colour line illustrations by 
Christine Price admirably catch the atmosphere and drama 
of the legend and are marked by a distinction of their 
own and a sensitivity for the poetry. 7s. 6d. net 


Bobo and the Crocodile 


by NOVA ROCK. Illustrated by MARY BROOKS 


Bobo was a little native boy who lived near a banana 
plantation. His adventure with the crocodile was 
unexpected and pleasing to him. The colourful illustrations 
and charming line drawings will appeal to children from 


4-7 years. In two editions: Picture boards, colour 
jacket 6s. net; Reinforced library binding, colour jacket 
7s. 6d. net. 


In Garden and Park 
by CECILY M. RUTLEY 


This is the latest addition to the GREEN MEADOW BOOKS 
— the series which introduces many aspects of Natural 
History in an easy to follow style, with plentiful and good 
illustrations, which will be readily appreciated by boys and 
girls of 8 to 12 years. 6s. net 





FROM ALL BOOKSELLERS 





FREDERICK WARNE & Co. Ltd 
1-4, Bedford Court, Strand, London, W.C.2 














Moonface 


HONOR PRIME 


Moonface happened quite suddenly 
when Helena’s father was practis- 
ing knots by moonlight. But he 
was far more than a knot in an 
old vest, as his subsequent advent- 
ures show. With ae, oo 
Geraldine Spence. 12/6 


Meet My Folks! 


TED HUGHES 

Gay nonsense verse for children 
by a distinguished young poet. 
With drawings by George Adam- 
son. 10/6 


The Story of 
the Pied Piper 


BARBARA IRESON 


Robert Browning’s famous story 
retold in simple prose for young 
children, with drawings on every 
page, half of them in colour, by 
Gerald Rose. 12/6 


Moon Base One 


A new science-fiction story, involving old and new friends, by the author 
of The Domes of Pico and Operation Columbus 13/6 


IP A\LBLELR BOOS 













The Little 
Old Lady 


HELEN MORGAN 

Stories with a nursery-rhyme qual- 
ity. The title story has been 
chosen for the BBC ‘Listen With 
Mother’ programme. With draw- 
ings by Irene Hawkins. 8/6 


Your Book of 
Lino-Cutting 


J. A. SHIPPERLEE 


This book “goes, by easy — 
a long way into the art of lino- 
cutting . . . throughout the 
emphasis is on creation rather than 
on copying.”—School Librarian. 

A NEW EDITION. 9/6 


HUGH WALTERS 
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that even an editor of my omniscience could not save 
it. We were very sorry that we published it and did 
not publish the third book. 

During these years, Miss Moore and her librarians 
selected the best of each year’s output and published, 
in November, an annotated list of, I think, about a 
hundred titles. No one was allowed to know what 
titles had been selected until the list was distributed 
at a gathering in the Central Children’s Room of the 
library. This was attended by authors, artists and 
many others interested in children’s books, including 
the Children’s Editors. ‘This was an occasion that 
Miss Moore, who loved parties, thoroughly enjoyed. 
This enjoyment was not always shared by the editors 
who spent the first five minutes surreptitiously riffling 
through the pages of the list to see which of their 
titles had been chosen. There was a_ speaker, 
sometimes two, a few words from Miss Moore and 
a candle-lighting ceremony. Although I remember 
these occasions through a mist of anxiety, I am able 
now to marvel at the value of the selections made. 
The choice of these books set, and maintained, a 
standard of quality at a time when American 
publishers had come to realise the financial value of 
children’s books and guidance through the avalanche 
was seriously needed. 

As I grew to appreciate Anne Carroll’s judgment, 
and even to admire the courage of her convictions, I 
came to know her better. I remember the occasions 
when she took me to lunch at her then favourite 
restaurant in the famous Hotel Lafayette. She 
thoroughly enjoyed good food and, as with Public 
Library gatherings, she made each lunch into an 
occasion. I was a working girl in New York in the 
post-depression era and I confess that I remember the 
food more than anything else. I am sure that I talked 
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about Oxford Books and that Anne Carroll listened 
and recorded much of what I said because her close 
contact with the publishers helped her to find her way 
through the confusion of books in her office. She 
must also have told me something of her childhood 
in Maine and about the books I did not know. I do 
remember that, once, when I was thanking her on 
leaving, she said, “You’re much too thin. I’m glad 
to make certain for once that you eat enough!” 





Illustration by Z. Blakely from Geordie’s Alermaid (Methuen) 


I did not fully realise then that the fiery sword of 
her critical judgment was an impersonal one. ‘This 
flash was all I knew of the warmth of her humanity 
until much later. In her judgment of books she was 
severe and without charity for anything that she 
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considered to be inferior. In an age when factual 
books were very much in fashion, she made this 


statement: (My Roads, Doubleday Doran, 1936, 
p.221) 


“Children’s books fall very readily into two main classes : 
creative, belonging to the very essence of literature, timeless, 


and ageless in its appeal ; and informative, belonging to the 
social period for which the books are written. 


“To miss the joy of reading and re-reading outstanding 
books of the first class in childhood means irreparable loss, 
for no grown-up ever brings to story or poem what a child 
brings to his first reading. To miss books of the second class 
is a matter of minor importance, since their essential content 
is as bound to reappear at regular intervals as are the hardy 
annuals and perennials of a well-tended New England garden.” 

Anne Carroll Moore dedicated herself to giving 
cternal life to the creative books that she knew to be 
the very essence of literature. How did she know 
this? Many people have asked this question, but few 
have denied that she did know. She made mistakes, 
of course, and she admitted them but she made so few 
that they can be forgotten. The answer lies, I think, 
both in her background and in her nature. She grew 
up with good books at a time when good books for 
children were rare. The autobiographical pieces she 
has written reveal this and they also explain her 
passionate love of England. Caldecott, Kate 
Greenaway, E. V. Lucas, W. H. Hudson, Edward 
Lear, Kenneth Grahame, Lewis Carroll and E. Nesbit 
were essential to her. She grew up to become a close 
friend of Beatrix Potter (a friendship beautifully 
recorded in her introduction to The Art of Beatrix 
Potter), Walter de la Mare, Eleanor Farjeon, Leslie 
Brooke, and many others. Not only did she grow up 
with creative books but she never lost her ability to 
appreciate them as a child. In a paper read to the 
British Library Association in Scarborough in 
September, 1960, Philippa Pearce says of writers for 
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children : “One needs besides a clear memory, to have 
a quickening sympathy for the child one was, and a 
brisk disregard for the biased remarks of the adult 
one has become.” This applies in full measure to 
Anne Carroll Moore and explains her amazing critical 
judgment of books for children. 

Watching her in the thirties in New York many of 
us who were Children’s Editors or Librarians of few 
years and small experience, had no use for Nicholas. 
Nicholas was Anne Carroll Moore’s doll. He went 
everywhere with her, he took an active part in the 
annual celebration in the Children’s Room of the 
Library, he took journeys with her to England, the 
continent, and every part of the United States and 
Canada. We considered ourselves too old to play 
with dolls and we laughed behind our hands. It was 
not until the war, when I went back to the United 
States almost as a refugee that I was able fully to 
realise the importance of Nicholas. He was the 
visible manifestation of Anne Carroll’s closeness to 
children and to her own childhood. For this reason 
he must be in this memoir. 

At a time when the bombing of London was heavy 
and the news from England was bad, I had my two 
children, then five and three, with my family in Boston. 
Anne Carroll came on from New York and invited 
herself to tea. I should not, even then, have dared to 
ask her, and I was terrified. All mothers know that 
children behave worst when their parents are most 
anxious ; but I could not help my anxiety. I knew 
that Anne Carroll loved David and Caroline remotely 
and because they were English children. I was 
terrified of the meeting in the flesh. It was, as I 
remember it, a warm early autumn day and I thought 
the lawn and garden offered more chance for the room 
to breathe that small children require. My worst 
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fears seemed to be realised when Caroline received 
her introduction by attempting first to stand on her 
head and then to take off her clothes. David stood by, 
helpless with giggles. Anne Carroll seemed not to 
notice. She sat down and produced a large familiar 
bag. My heart stopped beating. 

““Let’s see what we have here,” she said. 

David stopped giggling and edged closer. Caroline, 
not wanting to be left out, joined him. Out came 
Nicholas and all of Nicholas’ treasures, collected for 
him in every corner of every country: a tiny teacup, 
a chair, and countless fascinating possessions. Half an 
hour later, I tip-toed away to see about tea. But tea 
had become unimportant. ‘The two children were 
lost in Nicholas’ world until Anne Carroll’s reluctant 
departure some hours later. 

I last saw Anne Carroll in the spring of 1960 at a 
luncheon in New York given in her honour by the 
Catholic Library Association of America. Here, she 
received the Regina Medal on which were engraved 
the words of Walter de la Mare: “Only the rarest 
kind of best in anything can be good enough for the 
young.” 

On this occasion I was on my way home to England 
from Australia and New Zealand where I had 
been telling authors and librarians some of the 
reminiscences that I have tried to record here. As I 
watched, I could see that Anne Carroll was 
blissfully happy. She had on a most pretty and 
becoming and gay new hat that she must have chosen 
with care and delight, and I could not believe that 
she was nearly ninety. She, like the books she loved 
best, was ageless. 














The New Books 


PICTURE BOOKS 
D’Autaire, I. ano P. Children of the Northlights 


Woodfield 15/- 
Maverssercer, H. The Sun : , Ward 18/- 
ScHREIBER, G. Bambino the Clown . Woodfield 12/6 
ZIMNIK, R. AND AXMANN, H. Little Owl. Methuen 10/6 


Here are four most interesting picture-books, two from 
the States, two from: Germany, and all clearly continental in 
inspiration. 

It is dificult to recognise Reiner Zimnik in Little Owl. 
This fastidious artist, famous for his fine line and exquisitely 
minute detail, has done bold, dawby coloured pictures which 
are like careless copies of the more vigorous Scandinavian 
illustrators. (Paul Stroyer comes to mind.) There is some 
nice colourful nonsense here, but this is not the best that 
Germany can do. 

The Sun is more interesting. This is Cockadoodledo’s 
story of how Miss Sun does her work of making the seasons 
revolve. It is a picture-book on a grand scale, with no 
restriction of colours and with an uninhibited vigour which, 
again, is reminiscent of Swedish work. ‘This however is more 
vulgar. The imagery is rather trite, and the anthropomorphous 
treatment of sun, wind and other characters does not, to my 
mind, come off. An extremely interesting book, it is, for one 
reader at least, a notable failure. Very well worth doing in 
an English edition, neverthless. 

Georges Schreiber, a Belgian living in America, is little 
known in this country. Bambino the Clown has not much 
story, but the colour lithographs have pace, drama and a fine 
humanity. Schreiber must be one of the few artists of 
children’s books who draws humans better than animals. Like 
so many illustrators in America there is a trace of Disney in 
him, but this has not affected his good taste or his highly 
individual line. 

We have waited twenty-five years for an English edition 
of Children of the Northlights, but it was worth waiting for. 
What distinguishes the work of the D’Aulaire’s is their sweet 
simplicity and their utter freedom from tricks. Theirs is the 
vision of a child matched with the technical equipment of an 
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adult of genius. This story of a Lapland year is most 
beautifully drawn and written with a touching naiveté. The 
right child will love it exceedingly. 


Haver, B. anp E. Mister Billy’s gun. Illus by the 


authors , ‘ 2 Macmillan, New York 11/6 
LatHrop, D. P. Follow the Brook. Illus. by the 
author : . ‘ Macmillan, New York 11/6 


It is pleasing to see new work by two of the leading 
picture-book artists of America (for the Haders count as one). 
Neither is capable of poor work ; when all else fails superb 
technique will carry them through. Nevertheless it must be 
admitted that neither artist is at his best, and in particular 
invention is weak. 

Miss Lathrop tells a story of two raccoons who escape 
from their cage and go back to the forest, in spite of efforts 
by their former owner to entice them back. The writing is 
adequate but unexciting. The lithographs of animals are, as 
one would expect, superb, with all this artist’s mastery of 
selection. But we have been here before. One gets the 
impression that it has been all too easy. 

The Haders’ story reminds one of Marc Simont’s much 
funnier Lovely Summer. Mister Billy can’t keep the rabbits 
and quails out of his crops. An accident keeps him on his 
back and he lies in bed watching and feeding wild creatures 
from his window. When he is well he goes hunting, but 
finds he cannot shoot the animals who have become his friends. 
There is some very nice colour in this book, but to me the 
story never quite rang true. There is just a hint of caricature 
in the drawing of humans and this gives the breath of 
insincerity to a story which is too frail to afford such 
suspicions. 

Highly professional work, extremely well printed, not 
dear, these are both worth having ; but these are major artists 
who cannot really afford to rest, like this, on their reputations. 


Jansson, T. Who Will Comfort Toffle ? Illus. by 

the author. 28 pp. 114 X 84 7 : Benn 11/6 
Toffle wanders through a world inhabited by Hemulens, 
Whompses, Moomins, and the dreaded Groke, lonely and 
fearful until love for Miffle makes a man of him. ‘The reader 

is invited to help this melancholy hero ; a piece of ‘Toffle 
notepaper is provided on which each reader may write a 
love-letter to Miffle (“just put the letter on a rose bush”). 
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This is pleasant gentle fun, written in fair doggerel and drawn 
with all Miss Jansson’s matter-of-fact lunacy. It is a long 
way from the finely detailed, humorous and tender stories of 
Moomintroll and his family with which this gifted writer has 
delighted us in the past. 


H. A. Zozo Flies A Kite. Illus. by the author 
pp. 94 X 63 ‘ ; Chatto 10/6 
Mrs. Rey’s story suffers inevitably from the restrictions 
of a limited vocabulary, but then the words never counted for 
much in the Rey stories (in fact the most memorable of them, 
Zebrology, had no words at all!). The new Zozo is pleasant 
enough. The monkey gets into mischief, as he has many times 
before, and he and the other animals (but not the humans), 
are drawn with a nice simple humour. Some of the 
colour-printing is less than good, and there are minor 
irritations, like the fish (on page 46) who is described as “red” 
and who in the blue water turns mauve. Artistically and 
naturally defensible, but this is a book for small children to 
read for themselves. 


SHAKESPEARE, W. Songs from Shakespeare. Illus. 


Harold Jones. 38 pp. 8$ X 64 . Faber 9/6 

What an excellent idea to make a picture-book of a few 
of the songs from Shakespeare’s plays. Has it never been done 
before? And Harold Jones seems the obvious choice for the 
illustrator. Unfortunately the idea has not come off. Part 
of the trouble lies in Mr. Jones’ narrow literalness. Is it 
really necessary to provide a picture for each image in each 
poem? It is a pity too that there is nothing to show where 
one poem ends and the next begins ; a little typographical 
ingenuity would have made the book both more attractive and 
more comprehensible. 


Trez, D. anv A. Fifi. Illus. by the authors. 32 pp. 
114 X 84 boards , ; Faber 12/6 


Guess what! Fifi is a . goldfish. She was feeling a little 
off-colour, so Pat and Virginia took her for a walk (in her 
bowl) and then tied a string to her while she swam in the 
Seine. A very large fish swallowed her (alive) and so Pat 
and Virginia won the Paris fishing contest. 

This is a very nice nonsense story, told with a dead-pan 
seriousness as is only right. The pictures matter most. Trez 
is a French Cartoonist, and his work has the swift artlessness 
of its kind. He scribbles in the essence of Paris in a line or 
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two and his principal characters have two dots and a curve 
for features ; but the book bubbles over with his exuberance 
and good humour. He has the professional cartoonist’s gift 
of incidental humour. (Who else would have put a grand 
piano in a military band?) The whole absurd story has a 
nice interior harmony and leaves the most satisfying impression 
behind it. A very satisfactory New Year gift from France. 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 
BeHwn, H. The Two Uneles of Pablo. Illus. by M. 


Silverman. 95 pp. 84 X 5% , Macmillan 10/6 
Pablo lives in a remote district of Mexico, without 
neighbours and far from a town. The arrival of his 


disreputable Uncle Silvan comes as a great disturbance of the 
peace of his home, but Pablo, ready for new experiences, 
accepts the chance of going with him to the town. There he 
meets another uncle, a wealthy and distinguished poet. Pablo’s 
candid mind understands clearly the self-imposed dilemmas of 
his two uncles and with artless simplicity he reconciles their 
difficulties. 


This is an exceedingly charming book, written with great 
simplicity and with a deep, kindly and humorous understanding 
of human strength and weakness. In its slight, unpretentious 
way it has real distinction, in writing, conception and invention. 


BisHop, S. Geordie’s Mermaid. Illus. by Z. 
Blakely. 116 pp. 8} X 5} , , Methuen 12/6 
Stories for younger children who can read to themselves 
need to be uncluttered by detail and to depend on incident 
rather than conversation. Miss Bishop strikes a nice balance, 
on the whole, in these twelve stories, set in Tyneside, in which 
magic is mixed with reality in a near contemporary society. 
A captive mermaid finds herself in a circus with her guardian, 
a human boy ; he changes from human to semi-human form 
and enjoys the change. There is an ice-cream mine, and a 
sea-captain who changes into a cucumber and back again — 
at a price ; a heron who enters a singing contest and a maid 
who changes into a mouse. ‘These are all plausibly and 
sometimes wittily done. The text is brisk and_ the 
illustrations happy. This should become a book to be sought 
after in the library shelves. 
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De Banke, C. More Tabby Magic. Illus. by N. S. 
Unwin. 87 pp. 84 X 53 . . Hutchinson 11/6 


In these further adventures of Mary Ann and Sandy, 
curiosity almost leads to the cats’ undoing. Mary Ann is 
enticed away by a gipsy. Sandy follows to “rescue” her but 
finds her at first very satisfied with her lot, but later glad to 
be helped to escape from real danger. 


These are very natural cats with differing but true 
personalities. Mary Ann is a little vain and very independent 
as cats are ; Sandy is faithful and full of amusing quips and 
cat wisdom and caution. He is brave and a true friend when 
Mary Ann’s adventurous — and curious streak leads her 
into trouble. A very good book for reading aloud with all 
the qualities little children delight in and with a pleasantly 
moral background. The _ illustrations reveal the cats’ 
differences in personality and style and are faithful to the text. 





Derwent, L. Macpherson. Illus. by D. Clark 
124 pp. 73 X 54 ; : : Burke 6/6 


Macpherson has a hard life with his Aunt Janet at home 
and his miserly employer, the grocer. But nothing gets the 
boy down and even if the idea of the wealthy shipowner’s 
daughter taking him so wholeheartedly under her wing seems 
a trifle unlikely, she is ill and also obviously a much indulged 
daughter. The sympathy between Macpherson and _his 
grandpa and their efforts to circumvent Aunt Janet leads to 
many amusing situations and the story of everyday surprises 
is rounded off by the prospect of a sea voyage for both. 
Grandpa will get well again and his grandson can give free 
rein to his lively imagination — for a time at least. 


Fietp, R. The Rachel Field Story Book. Illus. by 
A. Adams. 124 pp. 8 X 5} . . World’s Work 12/6 





Teachers and librarians in search of good material for 
Story-Hours will find these three tales excellent. They are 
well-written, set in modern or Victorian times, and the 
drawings by Adrienne Adams, well-known for her illustrations 
to the Rumer Godden doll stories, are light and _ pleasing. 
Their American origin gives just that “new and different” 
feeling, but these children, setting up shop to pay for 
much-needed home repairs, or banding together to save their 
little park, or turning a difficult situation at school into a 
success story, will be recognised by those who hear or read 
the tales as genuine boys and girls in “fixes” just like their 
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own. One criticism — surely we should have had a picture 
of the “Little Iron Boy” fountain in “Pocket Handkerchief 
Park” — he is quite a character in the story, and should be 


honoured by a drawing. 


GesBHARDT, H. Von. Toffee and the Small Car. Illus. 

by D. Clark. 124 pp. 74 X 54 . . ~~ Burke 6/6 
Translated from the German, this is the story of a little 
boy’s first weeks at school. He is left-handed and this disability 
leads to jeering from other children which disturbs Toffee 
very much until he makes a friend of Anne who is also teased 
because of her large spectacles. “The author has an acute 
insight into the child mind and she intersperses the school 
life with stories told by Toffee’s parents and with outside 
events, all designed to teach the child to help him to adjust 
himself to school and to other children. A well co-ordinated 

story; suitable also for reading aloud. 


GovpEN, R. Miss Happiness and Miss Flower. Illus. 
by J. Primrose. 82 pp. 9} X 6 . Macmillan 12/6 

No one writes better stories about dolls than Miss 
Godden; no one understands better the plight of lonely and 
unhappy children who cannot find their own talents. She 
combined the two themes in The Fairy Doll and she has done 
the same thing again, this time, I think, even more successfully. 
It is a book of rare perfection, simple and wise and beautifully 
written. 

Nona has come from India to live with her cousins in 
England. She is unhappy, out of her element, despised by her 
cousins and actively disliked by little Belinda. Then Miss 
Happiness and Miss Flower arrive. They are two tiny 
Japanese dolls, sent by an aunt in America ; and in caring 
for them, learning about them, and badgering cousin Tom into 
building them a house, Nona finds herself and the clue to 
happiness. 

The story is satisfying if not original. What gives the 
book its extraordinary quality is the integrity with which the 
theme is worked out. There are no easy solutions. The 
Japanese detail is filled in carefully (and notes at the end will 
enable children with the necessary skill and patience to follow 
Tom and Nona’s lead). Above all, it is Miss Godden’s prose 
which puts her books in a class all alone. She writes with 
the simplicity which comes from art ; it is a lovely book to 
read aloud, and parents and children will come together in a 

















PAGE 86 ba THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 








common delight in its exquisite detail and in the small drama 
of its action. 


Gootp-ApaMs, D. The Toad in the Greenhouse 
Illus. by P. Unsworth. 39 pp. 84 X 6 . Faber 7/6 


A very appealing little book for the younger children. 
Bufo is the name of the toad, who tells this story of how he 
made his home in a damp greenhouse full of ants, grubs and 
lovely beetles, and of how he wakes from his first winter’s 
hibernation to find that his precious greenhouse has been sold 
to an owner of cactus plants. Bufo is a humorous toad, “all 
these things in pots are covered with sharp spines, but not 
a prickle moves. They must be plants of a very useless sort.” 
A most absorbing way for a child to learn a good deal of the 
life cycle of the common toad will be found within the 
forty-five pages of this quite remarkable story. 


Hutcuinson, E. Night of the Michaelmas Moon 
Illus. by A. Howard. 32 pp. 84 X 5% . Faber 9/6 


Limping Ginger doesn’t quite come off as a major 
cat-character, and, perhaps because of this, Mr. Hutchinson’s 
books are never quite as good as they seem at first glance. 
Night of the Michaelmas Moon is another near miss. 

Limping Ginger mobilizes all the cats in London to 
challenge Black Raven’s claim to be emperor of the animals. 
The Tower ravens however ring all the bells and so call out 
the police, the firemen, the Yeoman Warders and the Brigade 
of Guards. The ending is rather tame. 

There is a rather calculated charm in the writing. Mr. 
Howard’s pictures are more sincere. The glimpses of London 
are really well done, but his animals need rather stronger 
characterisation. Altogether a pleasant book, but not more. 


Jupan, A. Henrietta in Love. Illus. by S$. Hawkins 





Faber 9/6 
Aaron Judah is a distinguished writer whom I don’t 
normally enjoy. Henrietta in Love is an exception. I find 
it a quite charming love story, gently humorous, written with 
the lilt which makes it a natural for reading aloud, and quite 
free of the sniggering undertone which disfigures some of the 
author’s work. 
Henrietta falls in love with a handsome bumptious oaf 
of a cockerel named Solomon, a noisy bounder who sings a 
song with such noble words as “Wopitafiddlybit” in it. He 
seems in his conceit to spurn her, but after many vicissitudes 
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she discovers that he loves, has indeed loved her all along. 
A highly satisfying romantic conclusion. 

The book is helped enormously by Sheila Hawkins’ very 
fine illustrations. These are among her best. Her rumbustious 
Solomon almost bounces out of the page. 


Prime, H. Moonface. Illus. by G. Spence. 152 pp. 

8} x 5} : ‘ , ‘ ‘ ; Faber 12/6 
This is a very well written fantasy about a little girl who 

in the first part of the story is grieving for a missing pet 
mouse. When he comes to wish her good-night her father 
twists her vest into an odd knotted shape which she christens 
“Moonface.” This strange little thing becomes invested with 
almost magic properties and leads young Helena into all sorts 

of scrapes for the rest of the story. Miss Prime writes with 
ease, and her story bears the marks of a very fertile 
imagination, and a great ability to see things as a child does, 


and to express a child’s thoughts and reactions convincingly 
and faithfully. 


Toop, R. Tan’s Fish. Illus. by T. Sherman. 58 pp. 
81 X 6 . : : P ; ' / Dent 10/6 
This is a really delightful book, a pleasure to the eye as 
well as to the mind. ‘The story of Tan, the Chinese boy 
who discovered the White Cloud Fish, or ‘Tanichthys 
albonubes, as tropical aquarists may know it, could well be 
true. It is based on fact, and Ruthven Todd, well known 
for his “Space cat’ stories, has embroidered the original idea 
into an exceedingly pleasant tale. The sepia, well-spaced type 
and delicate drawings, blue, green and brown, are an excellent 
setting for such a story ; sma!l boys of nine or so, and in fact 
anyone who has been fascinated by the beauty of tropical fish, 
or interested in the skill of fishing, should find it a book to 
remember. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


Agpersotp, M. The Lost Islands. Illus. by N. 
Young. 176 pp. 8 X 54 ; : Methuen 12/6 
This story of the life of a schools’ administrator, his wife 
and three children on the lonely Sangihe Islands which lie 
between the Celebes Sea and the Pacific embraces a wealth 
of incidental information interestingly told by the wife. Had 
this pattern been followed throughout, the story of the daily 
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hazards of living and travelling, of the simple but pleasant 
natives and their superstitions would have been very good 
indeed. But the children’s interpolations lack conviction and 
add an alien note, since they are all born on the island and 
though no time span is indicated, they are obviously too young 
to contribute anything coherent. The essentials of the 
chapters contributed by them could better have been part of 
the main narration. Nevertheless, an interesting and unusual 
book. 


Anverson, C. W. A Filly For Joan. Illus. by the 
author. 104 pp. 93 X 7}. Macmillan, New York 12/6 


This book is a diary and sketchbook rather than a story. 
The author translates his enthusiasm for horses into a 
chronicle of the conception and growth of a foal into a 
champion race horse, which brings money for the young owner, 
helping her to set up her own breeding stables. A great love 
and knowledge of horses is displayed here but it is an exclusive 
love and the technical details make it into something of a text 
book without human interest. ‘The illustrations have more 
feeling and vigour than the text, which seems merely used as 
embellishment. A book for the horse enthusiast, and one that 
is pleasing to the eye because of the illustrations and general 
production. 


BarKER-BENFIELD, M. A. The Lands and Peoples 
of East Africa. MUlus. 104 pp. 8X5 . Black 7/6 


This latest addition to a well-known series follows the 
familiar pattern. It is essentially a book of information, 
apparently reliable and reasonably comprehensive, although 
it does tend to be disconnected and rather bitty. It surveys 
Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda and Zanzibar through several 
safaris and provides a general geographical, social and cultural 
picture of East Africa. The text suffers from a plethora of 
place nam<cs and proper names. The photographs, on the 
whole, are attractive and apposite, but some are either wrongly 
exposed or badly printed. ‘The map is overcrowded and too 
small for so vast an area. 


Brewton, S. ANd J. E. Birthday Candles Burning 
Bright. Illus. by V. Bock. 199 pp. 94 X 6 





Macmillan, New York 24/6 

The production of this anthology is exceptionally 
attractive. The selection takes a wide sweep in time and 
includes some of .the best loved poems for children.and some 
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less familiar but no less good. The originality, style and 
perfection of finish in the illustrations makes many of them 
independent works of art. But the book is really one for 
adults to keep, for reading selections to children at different 
ages. It is questionable whether any child could read through 
it, or having read the younger poems, would return later to 
read the others. The best introduction would seem to be 
reading aloud to the youngest who will learn their poems by 
heart and then perhaps presenting the known book to older 
children for further reading. 


Eacrer, E. The Well-wishers. Illus. by N. M. 
Bodecker. 191 pp. 8 X 5} : Macmillan 
This is Edward Eager’s sixth book in which magic plays 
an important part. It is the sequel to Magic or Not in which 
an old well is associated in the children’s minds with magic 
properties. It is, however, a very human, kindly sort of magic 
which somehow leaves the children better people than they 
were before it occurred. They reform one of their school 
bullies, they solve the problem of an old man whose orchard 
has been requisitioned, and they help a new family to settle 
in the district when many of the neighbours prove temporarily 


difficult. 


The author’s humour is very amusing to adult lovers of 
children’s books, and to many children. His style flows easily, 
and in the course of it he uses words which may be new to 
young readers, but he uses them in such a way that curiosity 
is aroused. A very appealing feature of the book is that the 
children are such firm realists ; they are not easily carried 
away by any situation, or by their varied reactions to it. 


Fintay, W. The Castle and the Cave. Illus. by J. S. 

Goodall. 192 pp. 8 X 54 ‘ , Harrap 10/6 
Planting a seventeen year-old schoolgirl in a French 

family as governess to two young children in the temporary 
but prolonged absence of their parents provides a situation 
fraught with innumerable hazards to anyone with the least 
imagination. Miss Finlay makes the most of it and there 

is evidence all through of a moving experience and loving 
study of a French family of four generations which has all 
the signs of being at first hand. As a picture of rural life 

in the Dordogne it may, or not, be authentic, but there is 
ample local colour in the visits to the painted caves and the 
events of the local summer season. What are most charming, 
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however, are the studies of children and adults, both in being 
and in retrospect. 


FREEMAN, M. anv I. Fun with Chemistry. Illus. 

62 pp. 10 X 8 , ‘ : Edmund Ward 11/6 
Apart from a few test-tubes nothing is used in these 
experiments which cannot be found in an ordinary household, 
and they can be performed in complete safety by quite young 
children. This is no doubt the justification for each large 
type description being faced by a full page photograph of the 
experiment being performed. A child will perhaps tackle an 
experiment more confidently when shown a “real life photo” 
than if it had to go by a text book style of diagram. It will 
get plenty of fun out of these activities, and the instruction 

is there for those who look a little further. 


Gray, E. J. The Cheerful Heart. Illus. by K. 

Mizumira. 176 pp. 8 X 54 . . Macmillan 12/6 
The author was tutor to the Crown Prince of Japan 
from 1946 to 1950 and this book is based on her experiences 
in post war Japan. She gives a good detailed picture of an 
ordinary family returning to a small but newly built house 
in Tokyo after evacuation to the countryside during the war, 
and of their resettlement and readjustment there. The author 
has sympathy for, and an understanding and appreciation of, 
these people and their life emerges in all its domesticity, 
feeling, and tradition. The mixture of old and new and of 
Eastern and Western ideas, is well drawn and produces a 
composite picture that is both poetic and prosaic. The poetic 
traditions of the past mingle well with the practical of both 
old and new ages. The boundaries of the story are not wide 
and the author seems unaware of the outside world but while 
this lack of broader vision perhaps makes the book miss the 
heights it does concentrate attention and detail on a small 
piece of real life. It is a precise and correct piece of work, 

self contained and composed, and quite complete in itself. 


Groom, A. Hlow We Weigh and Measure. Illus. 
by S. Groom. 160 pp. 74 X 5 . Routledge 10/6 
Mr. Groom is a prolific writer: his score now tops 450 

titles. This perhaps accounts for his uneven treatment of 

so vital and challenging a subject. The early chapters on the 
history of weights and measures are interesting enough, but 
even a non-expert can sense a wealth of significant material 
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waiting to be tapped and used to replace the tedious lists of 
weights and measures — “staters in a mina,” “liksha in a 
mote,” “wukiyehs in a ratl.” Other chapters deal with 
British weights and measures, with more lists ; the metric 
system ; scientific developments in measurement ; and how 
time is measured. And, to round off, another list : the weights 
and measures of the world from Aden to Yugoslavia via 
Brunei and Gozo. There is, fortunately, a useful bibliography. 
An index would have been helpful and its compilation might 
have avoided a remark on page 135: “It was that great 
Anglo-Saxon historian Adam Bede who first introduced A.D. 
and B.C.” Many of the illustrations are ruined by being 


indistinct. 
Hart, A. The Sword of Glendower. Illus. by J. 
Duchesne. 176 pp. 8 X 5} ; Methuen 13/6 


The idea that a fairy sword, relic of a Welsh knight 
supporting Henry Tudor at the battle of Bosworth, might 
still be hidden in the Castle of Llanvair, makes an excellent 
basis for a _ story involving the knight’s descendants, 
archeologists and unscrupulous treasure hunters. Though the 
story is set in Wales among Welsh people there is, thank 
goodness, none of the pseudo-Welsh atmosphere too often 
found in such tales. The skeins of the plot are skilfully 
woven and the efforts of the juvenile characters to find the 
sword, or at any rate prevent its being found by anyone else, 
are happily worked into the main thread of holiday and family 
activity. The character drawing is sound without 
exaggeration and the illustrations expressive without being 
obtrusive. The jacket, in particular, is a source of pleasure 
and promise. 


Hocc, G. With Peter Fleming in Tartary. 141 pp. 

74 xX 5 . : ; : : . Muller 9/6 
Fleming’s epic retracing of the steps of Marco Polo is 

here very competently retold. If the book has a mild fault 

it is in a slight sense of monotony which is perhaps as inevitable 
here as in The Seven Pillars of Wisdom. Possibly it is not 

a book to be read at a sitting but one to be taken in stages 
like the journey it describes. It is certainly well written and 
the photographs are awesome in their air of distance and 
primitive subsistence. ‘The additional drawings make their 
points well, though a few look like makeweight insertions to 
ensure a breaking up of the text. The book should appeal to 
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any young reader with a sense of the romance of physical 
endurance in the face of dirt, distance and desert. 


Inyart, G. Fent under the Spider Tree. Illus. by 
C. Beech. 129 pp. 8 X 53 . World’s Work 10/6 


The situation of three girls on a camping holiday suggests 
a fairly conventional tale of scrapes and subterfuges but in 
fact the situation is developed with more than usual subtlety 
and despite the shortness of the book one feels that a whole 
lot of things have happened by the end. Mary wants a war 
on her hands and forces the réle of enemy on an unwilling, 
obviously friendly boy from the neighbouring farm. Once 
committed, his methods are insidious rather than overt so that 
his tactics eventuate as far more galling than ungallant 
trickery. There is more than one echo of this subtlety in the 
strained relations which occur among the girls themselves and 
what might otherwise be mere stock jealousies and grudges 
are delicately worked out through perversions of the same. 
The author has a firm grasp on matter and method, and 
produces quite a successful book. 


KontTTINEN, A. Kirsti Comes Home. Illus. by F. 
Jacques. 176 pp. 8 X 5 ; . Methuen 12/6 


The theme of this story is the emotional disruption caused 
to a six year-old child when she returns from a rich home in 
Sweden to her war impoverished family in Finland. Unable 
to speak a word of Finnish, Kirsti resists all friendly advances, 
to the great distress of her hard-worked but compassionate 
mother. By degrees, however, the little girl begins to interest 
herself in the farm work and in the end makes her own 
decision to stay with her real parents. 

This is a closely woven, natural story of a very human 
problem. It almost bears the hallmark of personal experience 
and the translation is obviously good. The characters are 
simple but individual ; the background is lightly sketched in; 
poverty and wealth, hard work and easy living are shown in 
radical contrast. But the interest in work is the deciding 
factor for Kirsti and the element which contributes so much 
towards a wholesome and worthwhile story. 


Mavrois, A. Fleming. Illus. 204 pp. 74 X 5 





Methuen 12/6 

We should be thankful that this genial and anglophile 
writer elected to add the name of Fleming to his distinguished 
list of studies, and that Mr. Leonard Smith has skilfully 











THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 93 








adapted his biography for young British readers. It is the 
story of yet another bright young Scot who progressed from 
a remote and exposed farm and the village school to London 
and St. Mary’s Hospital and the discovery of penicillin, and 
was given the Nobel prize. The story of the accident which 
led to the discovery has often been told, but the book shows 
that this skilful manipulator and patient observer had spent 
his professional life in the search for antibiotics, and was thus 
able to turn, on more than one occasion, happy chance to good 
effect. No one should find any difficulty in understanding the 
scientific background to the story, which is immensely readable 
and instructive. 


Picarp, B. L. Tales of the British People. Illus. by 

E. Fraser. 159 pp. 83 X 53  . Edmund Ward 16/- 
It is essential to establish first of all that the term British 
is used in its older connotation including Iberian, Celtic, 
Roman, Saxon, Dane and Norman elements. This collection, 
therefore, contains representative stories of pre-mediaeval 
flavour and style, some of which have the status of legend 
rather than fact in the popular and the schoolboy mind. They 
have three common elements: the hero, the magic, and the 
task. Maxen Wledig, Beowulf, Hereward, Sir Bevis, and 
William of Cloudslee are perhaps already known to 
conscientious readers from other sources and in edited or 
romanticised versions, but here they will all make good reading 
for slightly maturer minds. “The Quest of the Sons of 
Turenn” will be new to most ; “The Lion with the Steady 
Hand” will strike a chord with readers with a Welsh 
background. “Ragnar Ladbrok and his Sons” will probably 
be new also, and “The Marriage of Sir Gawain” will open 
a new vista for those who have heard but faintly of the Greene 
Knighte. Miss Picard has tried, without appearing tedious, 
o “place” each tale in its literary and historical context with 
a short introduction and, sometimes, a brief envoi as well. 
These are part of the general care with which the book has 
been compiled and presented and Eric Fraser’s illustrations 
clearly define the strange mixture of the material and the 

magic which most of the tales exhibit. 


Pout, V. Their Secret Ways. Illus. by F. Krige 
159 pp. 74 X 5 , O.U.P. 11/6 


There is a slightly old- world air about Mr. Pohl’s 
collection of bushveld tales ; this, you will think, and rightly, 
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all happened a long time ago. It is a book to read slowly, 
with appreciation but without excitement. 

Not that the material lacks thrills. Battles with cobras 
and mambas, perils of porcupine and pig-hunting, all the 
excitement of life in the wilds is there, but it is all softened 
in the process of remembering. Mr. Pohl writes with 
unquestionable sincerity and without affectation ; it is the 
more strange that there is little poignancy or nostalgia in his 
stories. 

I think it unlikely that very many children will care 
strongly about this book, but it will find some readers for 
many years to come. Old-fashioned it may be ; it is also 
timeless. Will any readers, I wonder, regret as I did that 
Mr. Pohl and his brother found it necessary to destroy so 
many beautiful, if dangerous, creatures of the wild? 


Reiw, M. M. Sandy and the Hollow Book. Illus. 
by R. Kennedy. 187 pp. 84 X 54  . Faber 13/6 


Miss Reid does not seem quite so easy here with her 
favourite mixture of magic and reality. The spectral Angus 
upon whom Sandy McNeill, in particular, has come to depend 
for counsel and support, seems here a slightly sinister figure, 
an irritant rather than a balm. The rest of the story is fine, 
bristling with interesting characters, child and adult, and with 
two central themes of a mystery and the rescue of a local 
pageant beautifully interwoven and resolved. It is a pleasure 
to think that magic can still be part of childish enjoyment and 
it is considerate of Miss Reid not to abuse that enjoyment by 
overdoing the element of magic in the story as a whole. The 
illustrations are a pleasure, too, but the publishers should 
consult a specialist proof reader where Latin is concerned. 
Two errors in two of Virgil’s best known — if hackneyed — 
lines is almost unforgiveable. 


Reiw, M. M. Storm on Kildoney. Illus, by G. 
Whittam. 190 pp. 8 X 53 . . Macmillan 13/6 


Children who hope for an exciting adventure story will 
not be misled by this book, though there is no hidden treasure 
or old castle motif such as we are used to in tales of this 
genre. Two families join forces off the coast of Antrim, on 
Kildoney Island, of which there is a good clear little map; when 
the respective parents have to go away (this of course we 
expect), two girls and a boy are left to cope with a terrifying 
storm and an accident. The atmosphere is so realistic that 
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one fears. for their safety, at times wondering whether they 
will ever pull through alive, but in spite of the sort of mistakes 
children in such a situation are bound to make, and an excess 
of enthusiasm, from which the Irvine family seems to suffer 
anyway, everything rights itself in the end. Not a very 
comfortable book for whiling away a winter afternoon by the 
fireside — personally, I felt too anxious about the children 
most of the time — but the breezes of the sea-coast blow 
through it invigoratingly. It is not one of the “Dawks” or 
“Coolnean” Series, but introduces new children altogether. 


ScHuLL, J. Battle for the Rock. Illus. by L. Parker 

158 pp. 84 X 5 , Macmillan 13/6 
The story of the battle for Quebec is one of those few 
bits of history that stick: the heights of Abraham, the 
whispered words of Gray’s “Elegy,” the muffled oars. It has 
all the qualities of a dramatic incident and Joseph Schull traces 
the conflict mainly through two personalities, Wolfe and 
Montcalm. They were opposed in more ways than as enemies; 
their respective temperaments are clearly etched against a 
background of the struggle for Quebec itself. Whatever 
liberties the author may have taken with the facts about 
either the protagonists or the battle, they would seem to be 

justified by his refreshing and lively account. 


Spooner, G. Pony alee Illus. 144 pp. 

83 X 54 ’ : Museum Press 15/- 
A book that can be read with advantage by all young 

horse lovers who are interested in the form of holiday known 

as “horse trekking.” A very high standard of treatment of 
the ponies used in trekking establishments is insisted upon and 
the reader will learn all the necessary points to bear in mind 
relating to the organisation of trekking centres, their 
equipment and the management of the stables. Practical 
details such as suitable clothes and a valuable chapter of 
general advice to the rider will be extremely useful information 

to the would-be horse owner. The photographs and diagrams 
cover correct and incorrect ways of performing various routine 
tasks, using equipment, and the various breeds of the native 


wild ponies. 
Steere, W. O. The Perilous Road. Illus. by P. 
Galdone. 191 pp. 8 X 54. . = . Macmillan 12/6 


The Civil War is fast becoming a current “must” for 
new and established writers of American juvenile fiction. 
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One begins to wonder how long it will be before the freshness 
and flexibility of recent reversions to this theme will harden 
into a publishers’ mould of elements of success. One thing 
The Perilous Road does, at least, is to puncture for the time 
being the infallibility of the boy hero who rushes in where 
Yankees fear to tread. Chris Brabson hates the Yankee 
raiders who scour the Tennessee mountains and forage without 
thought of payment from the marginal farms of the time. 
His hot-headed attempts to influence the course of the conflict 
nearly end in personal and family disaster and he comes to 
understand that in war-time one must abandon ordinary 
standards of judgment and sympathy and remember, in his 
father’s words, that “war is the worst thing that can happen 
to folks, and the reason is it makes everybody do things they 
shouldn’t.” 


StrancerR, J. Wild Cat Island. Illus. by J. Acheson 
139 pp. 8 X 5} ‘ . Methuen 11/6 


In an attempt to win their headmaster’s prize for 
initiative three young boys decide to spend a part of their 
summer holidays camping on a Scottish island. They are 
sensible useful boys who make a thoroughly tidy job of their 
camp, and who write many notes and take many photographs 
to illustrate the diary of their stay on the island. Children 
who have the opportunity to read this book will learn a great 
deal about the nature of such animals as the wild cat, otter, 
fox and the red deer, and, what is more important, they will 
also learn a great deal about human nature that is seldom 
expressed in children’s books — that poachers may also have 
kind hearts, and that the overriding fear of many elderly folk 
is the thought of having to leave their own home when they 
become infirm. 

Some examples of the author’s beautiful imagery — “the 
rain came falling in long straight ribbons,” “the sun was just 
up, smoking the sea with haze,” “fir trees were laced with 
feather candles of flaky frost’? — prove that she touches the 
heights of writing for children. 


Vorcett, M. Prince of Hindustan. Illus. by F. 
Hoffman, 224 pp. 8% X 54 . . OUP. 12/6 





This is the awaited sequel to that strange neo-Arabian 
Nights tale, The Wonderful Lamp. Ali the beggar-boy, now 
Ahmad, Prince of Hindustan, marches to Delhi with an army 
to fight for his kingdom and to win a bride. 
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Like the original story this has the wonder and_ the 
prolixity of the Thousand and One Nights. There are many 
memorable scenes, subtleties of observation, much wisdom, but 
also a good deal of obscurity and a narrative which becomes 
at times so entangled as almost to defeat unravelling. Many 
children of the age to enjoy marvels may find this beyond them. 
For the exceptional child with a taste for allegory, language 
of “more than Oriental splendour,” and the exotic scene this 
will be a book to take straight to the heart. 

The book is honoured with illustrations by Felix 
Hoffman, surely the grand master of his order. Not all 
children will like them, but every English illustrator would 
give an eye to draw like that. 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


Hames, L. Blue Two... Bale Out. Illus. by A. 
Johnson. 123 pp. 84 X 54 ‘ , U.L.P 12/6 

Like the same author’s Otter Three Two Calling, this 
is a story of the Royal Norwegian Air Force. Peter, the 
young pilot, is showing great promise, but two mishaps, in the 
second of which he loses his plane, raise doubts about his 
suitability for jet flying. He is grounded until he satisfies 
a board of inquiry that all is well. This shakes his 
self-confidence and he is almost giving up the service when 
his friend and skipper, Geir, gives him a severe and nearly 
disastrous test. 

Although the book won the State Prize for the best 
children’s book of its year, it is not particularly a book for 
children. ‘The problems involved are man-size and there is 
nothing un-adult about the working out. It is in fact a very 
fine and serious piece of writing, thoroughly honest, and based 
on sound social values. Plenty of boys in their early teens 
will read it for the tense action of its more exciting episodes 
and perhaps some of the wisdom will be absorbed in the 
process. It is admirable for older adolescents, and not beneath 
the most sophisticated adult. 


Power, H. MHenry in Estate Agency. 141 pp. 
8 x 5 . , . , Chatto & Windus 8/6 
This continues a pleasingly written and satisfying series 
which indicates a strong hand and versatility of approach in 
its general editor. Like most of its fellows in the series 

















PAGE 98 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





Henry in Estate Agency develops the possibilities of the estate 
agent’s job in terms of an individual experience. Henry is 
allowed a certain amount of luck in finding an opening and 
in developing his abilities, but he is also permitted to make 
an occasional ass of himself and to experience more than one 
embarrassment for himself and his employer. This is part 
of the process of a professional activity and the tolerant 
employer knows that it pays dividends in the end even though 
it causes some losses in the meantime. Estate agency is a 
business, with business risks, and mistakes, though sometimes 
costly, are part of the experience from which both employer 
and employee benefit provided both are is the right job. This 
series has never failed to emphasise that success in any job 
is only possible if the job is taken seriously and leisure as well 
as working hours are profitably employed. Henry not only 
studies for his professional examinations but remains aware 
of the practical opportunities of his employment throughout 
his waking hours. Yet the author reveals him as anything 
but a prig and manages to suggest that any young man of 
normal intelligence who gets on with other people might make 
a success of this career. 


Rottcer, FE. Creative Paper Craft. Illus. 95 pp. 
83 X 8} ‘ ‘ , , Batsford 18/- 





This is a book primarily for the teacher but the older 
child will find it of interest. For the teacher it should be 
not only instructive but also inspiring and stimulating, leading 
automatically to action and demonstration. The book reveals 
a surprising richness of technique and opens up a new and 
unexplored channel of creative art which seems to make a 
vivid comment upon all graphic art. The book starts with 
the simplest of exercises in paper design and leads ultimately 
to paper sculpture. From the beginning the necessity of 
adhering to certain rules is emphasised and the simplest 
exercise given full importance and significance. The book 
consists largely of excellent illustrations of the craft together 
with clear simple instructions. One occasionally feels that 
there should be a little more textual guidance but the craft 
should obviously be one of spontaneity and originality rather 
than of rigid conformity and thus there is probably guidance 
enough. 
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FOR LIBRARIANS 
Crark, L. Walter de la Mare. 82 pp. 7} X 44 


Bodley Head 7/6 
Green, R. L. J. M. Barrie. 64 pp. 74 X 44 

Bodley Head 7/6 
SutcuirF, R. Rudyard Kipling. 61 pp. 7} X 4} 

Bodley Head 7/ 
Crouch, M. Beatrix Potter. 75 pp. 74 X 44 

Bodley Head 7/6 


These short monographs are excellent little books, each 
written by an enthusiast who has made a special study of his 
or her subject. Each volume has a portrait of the author in 
question, and a full bibliography. An outline of the author’s 
life is given as well as a critical study of the various types 
of book for which he is famous. In the case of Walter de la 
Mare, his editorial work and books on children written for 
adults are evaluated as well as the well-known poems and 
stories such as “Peacock Pie” and the collections of tales, and 
there is also an interesting list of gramophone records of his 
works read by himself and by others. Mr. Clark makes us 
see De la Mare as a superb writer, a mystic with the vision 
of a child, whose stories and poems will live like those of 
Blake or Robert Louis Stevenson. 

Mr. Green gives a fascinating study of Barrie, that “man 
of extremes,” whose introspection and imagination have made 
him sometimes inacceptable to the modern age ; there is 
sympathy and understanding unspoilt by sentimentality in this 
review of Barrie’s life and its effect on his work. 

Miss Sutcliff writes clearly and in a straightforward 
manner of Kipling’s books. Her approach is_ personal, 
remembering with what joy she had them read to her as a 
child, and discovered the others (not all of them suitable for 
children) for herself in later years. She writes, too, with 
humour, and a modern approach; those who read _ this 
delightful small volume will, one hopes, catch something of 
her enthusiasm and encourage children of today, some of whom 
have never felt his magic as Miss Sutcliff has, to know 
Kipling’s books better. 

Mr. Crouch would seem to have taken his subject very 
seriously indeed with the result that his study lacks some 
humanity and tends to smother the author’s obvious love for 
Beatrix Potter’s books. The account of the origin and 
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treatment of her stories is interesting, certainly, to a certain 
frame of mind, but its main value must be to enable the 
collector or children’s librarian to recognise those editions of 
her works which reveal Miss Potter’s peculiar talents at their 
best and with their colour successfully preserved. One feels, 
nevertheless, that Miss Potter would be scornful of the 
secondhand accolade which bibliography affords her through 
the medium of this book. 
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Children of 
the Northlights 


by INGRI and EDGAR PARIN d’AULAIRE 


We feel justified in describing this magnificent picture- 
story book as the best work these two artists have pro- 
duced. As illustrators of another book, which was awarded 
the Caldecott Medal, they occupy a very high place among 
illustrators of children’s books. 


Here, in seven colour and black and white lithographs 
they have given us a vivid picture of the life of two little 
Lap children. We follow them through a whole year 
wandering from mountain to mountain with a large herd 
of reindeer. It is a book full of magic and colour of the 
Northlights, based on a long trip which the artists made 
in preparation for this book. 


Illustrated by the authors. 15/— net 





Bambino the Clown 
by GEORGES SCHREIBER 


This is the story of a happy little man who loved 
children and who was loved in return because, as he said, 
“To be a clown means just one thing : to laugh and make 
everybody happy.” In both story and brightly coloured 
amusing pictures Mr. Schreiber has captured the spirit 
of all clowns. We recommend this picture-story book 
in complete confidence that it will have a wide appeal. 


IMustrated by the author. 12/6 net 


The Stanley Press Ltd.. 27 Bradford Road, Dewsbury 




















